EXHIBIT C12


JENNY LIND’S LETTER, PARIS, 18 MAY 1849
Excerpts of Jenny Lind’s letter of 18 May 1849 from 63 Maison Fenci, Champs Elyssée, Paris (where Mrs Grote and Mr Senior stayed) to Judge Henrik Munthe, Stockholm, her legal guardian.  The underlining in the excerpt below was made in the original letter.

	“I am now seriously asking if you will and can come here to Paris!”

“Please come!  I want to speak with you about some important questions, and I need the support of a friend from Sweden, that is, my legal guardian”.  … If you would ask and could get leave for 3 months?  That would be really nice!  It would be really fun if we from Paris travelled to Switzerland or Tyrol, especially as I hope that Mrs Grote will keep us company … !”

“I need to see your face, because dumb, narrow-minded, selfish people, who believed they had the right to treat me as if I was nobody, are imposing utterly unworthy laws on myself and the splendid art for which I sacrificed myself and which I also owe everything!!” 

“My good friend!  My fatherly friend!  Come here and see me … . –  I take it for granted that you will bring sufficient money from my own account.  I don’t think that I need to elaborate further on that part of the question.”

“My last prayer is:  try to take time off and come here!  Come here!”
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Note:  63 Champs-Elysées was located some 400 meters from 74 Rue de Chaillot.

Source:  

The Royal Library, Stockholm (translated from Swedish by Cecilia and Jens Jorgensen).

Note:


She bid farewell to opera a week earlier.





Given the context, “the splendid art” sounds very much like a person.  The laws could refer to French marriage law that is generally stricter than British marriage law in terms of: 





-	Publication of banns


-	Medical certificate


-	Marriage authority


-	Domiciliation papers


-	Birth certificate.
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