ANNEX C21


LETTER FROM JENNY LIND’S PERSONAL MAID, 1889

While working on Jenny Lind’s memoir in 1889, Henry Scott Holland, a cleric (“canon and precentor at St. Paul’s”), corresponded with Josephine Ǻhmansson, Jenny Lind’s personal maid who on 12 March 1889 replied in English as shown below.  Holland eventually wrote in the memoir that Jenny Lind and Claudius Harris were engaged to marry.
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	“With Mr. Claudius Harris she never was formally engaged as far as I know.”

“My memory is very little to depend on, and I have nothing to say, but what I have already told Mr Goldschmidt.”


Note:
The carefully written reply resembles that of a servant loyal to her mistress.  The original cash ledger of Judge Munthe, Stockholm, Jenny Lind’s legal guardian, shows that Josephine Ǻhmansson received a pension after her retirement as Jenny Lind’s personal maid.

The x) refers to another page of the letter concerning Jenny Lind’s former fiancé Julius Günther with whom she, while in Dublin on 8 October 1848, broke her engagement.

Source:  The Royal Library Stockholm.
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