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MINUTES OF CONSULTATION IN EDINBURGH

11 January 2005

PARTICIPANTS

Dr Colin Kingsley, former Senior Lecturer in Music, University of Edinburgh,
    and former chairman of the Edinburgh Chopin Circle;

Dr Christopher D.S. Field, Honorary Fellow, University of Edinburgh
    and former Senior Lecturer in Music, University of St Andrews;

Dr Elaine Kelly, Lecturer in Music, School of Art, Culture and Environment,

    University of Edinburgh;

Cecilia Jorgensen, co-author, Icons of Europe, Brussels;

Jens A. Jorgensen, co-author, Icons of Europe, Brussels.

BACKGROUND

Drs Kingsley, Field and Kelly had prior to the meeting received the draft research paper, Chopin and Jenny Lind:  New Research (20 December 2004), written by Cecilia and Jens Jorgensen.
  Chopin scholars in Poland had on 1 March 2004 reviewed an earlier version of the paper at a roundtable hosted by the Fryderyk Chopin Institute at the Warsaw Philharmonic.
The draft paper recapitulates all the research findings developed in 2003-2004 by the authors on the final year of Chopin’s life and his relationship with Jenny Lind, the Swedish soprano and philanthropist.  Major findings are that:  (a) Jenny Lind, shortly after her opera farewell in London on 10 May 1849 and with the knowledge of Queen Victoria, travelled incognito to Paris in an unsuccessful attempt to marry the ailing Chopin;  (b) Jenny Lind in all probability funded Chopin’s improved living standard in London and Paris, including the anonymous gift of the 25,000 francs he received in July 1849;  and (c) Jane Stirling and her sister Katherine could not have raised cash for this level of expenditure, but they served apparently as helpful intermediaries for Jenny Lind’s financial support before and after Chopin’s death.

The research paper, consisting of 22 pages of text plus four attachments and 
23 annexes, makes a reconstruction of events for each of the key persons involved in Chopin and Jenny Lind’s relationship.  The evidence includes original letters, press clippings, civic papers, official records, and excerpts from Queen Victoria’s own Journal, as well as selected and verified information obtained from a great number of biographies and other publications.

DISCUSSION

Drs Kingsley, Field and Kelly found that the evidence of the research paper was persuasive.  They observed that it included a good deal of new information not previously researched or known to exist.  They provided some very useful comments on presentation format and on the opportunity to strengthen some of the sections (e.g. on the London press that in early 1849 was suspicious about the alleged “Mr Harris”, and on the role that Queen Victoria played in the events including the cover-up of Jenny Lind’s marriage plans).

Concerning Jane Stirling (1804-1859), it was agreed that she could in 1849 not have afforded to raise a cash gift of the magnitude of £ 1,100 (= 25,000 French francs).
  Like most single women at the time, she lived on an annuity (estimated at £ 300-400 per annum in an annex of the research paper).  It was noted that various sources often had used an image of Jane Stirling, possibly dated around 1825, which portrayed her as a young and rather attractive woman.  However, a photo of her and her sister Katherine on page 88 of Audrey Evelyn Bone’s biography (published in 1960), provides an entirely different impression of how she actually looked in the latter part of her life.

The need to verify the transcription of two of Nassau W. Senior’s handwritten letters was discussed.  It was considered that the question of age was not an issue for the marriage allegation shown in an annex of the paper.  It was felt there was no need to be critical of H.S. Holland, the co-writer of Jenny Lind – The Artist:  Memoir 1820-1851 (published in 1891).  Cecilia Jorgensen promised to send to Dr Field a copy of H.S. Holland’s undated letter to Goldschmidt, in which Holland expresses some cryptic thoughts on “Eve” and “Adam”.


 
Dr Field provided advice on scholars, who could be consulted on the research findings at important institutions in London.  Dr Kingsley mentioned he recently had been informed by colleagues in Poland that the Chopin expert community there had accepted the new findings on Chopin and Jenny Lind’s relationship.

Mrs Jorgensen explained that many of the friends and acquaintances of Chopin and Jenny Lind were apparently aware of the relationship.    For example, Otto Goldschmidt was closely related to Julia Schwabe, and he accompanied Jenny Lind on several occasions in 1848-1849.  Chopin notes on 18 June 1849 that Jenny Lind visited him together with Potocka, Beauveau and Madame Rothschild.  Referring to Chopin prolonged stay in London in November 1848, Liszt reflects in his 1851 biography on “Who can read the feelings which caused this delay! … .” [sic].

Finally, Cecilia and Jens Jorgensen expressed their thanks to Drs Kingsley, Field and Kelly for the valuable feedback they provided at the meeting, and emphasized once more the importance of putting the historical record of one the world’s most famous composers straight.
****


The participants in the consultation reviewed a draft of these minutes,

and their comments are reflected in this final version.

Lasne, 24 January 2005







Final version of the minutes reviewed and agreed by the participants in the consultation.








�  The research paper confirms the findings documented earlier by the same authors in the biography CHOPIN and The Swedish Nightingale (Icons of Europe, Brussels, August 2003) that also was made available to the scholars.


� Prof. Irena Poniatowska, President of the Polish Chopin Academy, emphasized the same point in her review of CHOPIN and The Swedish Nightingale, published in the annual journal Chopin in the World (2003 edition, page 25).
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