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MINUTES OF ROUNDTABLE HOSTED BY THE FRYDERYK CHOPIN INSTITUTE
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Prof. Irena Poniatowska, chairperson

Dr Zofia Chechlińska

Red. Kacper Miklaszewski
Grzegorz Michalski

Cecilia Jorgensen, Icons of Europe

Jens A. Jorgensen, Icons of Europe

SUMMARY

1. Introduction.  The roundtable was introduced by Grzegorz Michalski, Director of the Fryderyk Chopin Institute, and then by Prof. Poniatowska.  The purpose of the roundtable was to review new findings on Chopin and Jenny Lind’s relationship.  These findings were documented by (a) the biography CHOPIN and The Swedish Nightingale (Cecilia and Jens Jorgensen, August 2003);  and (b) additional research conducted by the authors since October 2003 in cooperation with many national institutions throughout Europe (ref. http://www.chopinlind.com).

The outcome of the new research was summarized in a paper dated 12 February 2004 rev.4.  The paper included an annex C dated 20 February rev.1 that contained copies of original documentation (e.g. the will of Jane Stirling’s father and her death certificate;  British army records;  Queen Victoria’s diary;  letters by a high-level British government advisor and by Jenny Lind;  Broadwood’s 1848 account for Chopin;  and an application to the King of Sweden).
 Specially invited observers of the roundtable included the Ambassador of Sweden to Poland, and representatives of LOT, Vattenfall Polska, Medicover Polska, and the media.

2. Presentation.  Thanking the Institute for organizing the roundtable as well as the participants and observers for their interest in the subject, Mr Jorgensen gave a 20-minute slide presentation of which a handout was made available. –  This presentation concluded:  (a) that Jenny Lind was “the unmarried one” in Chopin’s letter of 30 October 1848;  (b) that Jenny Lind, with the knowledge of Queen Victoria, came to Paris in May 1849 with the objective of marrying Chopin;  (c) that Jenny Lind was the source of the anonymous gift of 25,000 francs that Chopin received in July 1849, and that Jenny Lind, a wealthy and influential philanthropist, apparently also supported Chopin in other ways in the 1848-1849 period.

3. Prof. Poniatowska commented positively about the biography and research in general, but cautioned not to stretch quotations of Chopin’s too much.  She agreed that Jenny Lind was probably the donor of the 25,000 francs and that Jane Stirling and Mrs Erskine were intermediaries.  She did not think that there was any evidence in the letters of Chopin quoted by her to suggest that he was interested in marriage, nor that he held any amorous feelings towards Jenny Lind.  At the same time, she appreciated that Jenny Lind as other women may have had a ‘dream’ to marry Chopin.
Prof. Poniatowska did not believe that Jenny Lind was the “unmarried one” to whom Chopin referred in his letter of 30 October 1848, nor the person who had arranged his move to Rue de Chaillot.  It had always been understood that Chopin moved to Chaillot because he wanted to have a clear, sunny apartment, which was probably secretly financed by princess Obreskow  (her husband was ex-ambassador of Russia in Paris).

4. Dr Chechlińska agreed with Prof. Poniatowska’s comments.  She quoted a few examples from Chopin’s letters to show that he seemed to act contrary to a man ‘in love’.  For example, when the Schwabes wanted him to stay on in order to meet Jenny Lind, he in fact left before she arrived.  Chopin’s letter about their meeting at the station in Edinburgh was a little ambiguous.  It seems that he only met Mrs Grote.

Nevertheless, Dr Chechlińska found it quite possible that Jenny Lind had fallen under Chopin’s spell and wanted to marry him.  However, she saw no evidence or signs that Chopin shared a similar thought.  Dr Chechlińska also agreed that it was quite possible that Jenny Lind was the source of the 25,000 francs, and that Jane Stirling could not have afforded such a sum.

5. Mr Miklaszewski thanked Cecilia and Jens Jorgensen for their research and for having pointed the Chopin expert community to Jenny Lind, who was not well known in Poland.  
He agreed that Chopin was no doubt fascinated by Jenny Lind’s artistic qualities, but he saw no information in Chopin’s own letters that pointed to a serious relationship.  He emphasized that Chopin’s humour often showed up in his letters.  He suggested that Chopin was laughing at himself in his letter of 30 October 1848 and that too much importance should not be attached to the meaning of a term such as “young and handsome”.

He asked Cecilia Jorgensen, whether she thought Chopin or Jenny Lind had staged the Sonnambula symbolism.  She answered that, in her view, it was definitely Jenny Lind who did it.  Mr Miklaszewski fully supported the authors’ suggestion that initiatives could now be developed at many different levels to celebrate the music of Chopin and the art of Jenny Lind.

6. An observer to the roundtable, Madame Elzbieta Szczepanska-Lange, was allowed to make a comment.  She pointed out that while Chopin’s letters did not suggest that he had any amorous feelings towards Jenny Lind, that was in itself not proof to show that he did not have such feelings.  Chopin had always been secret about his love life.  The roundtable participants agreed with this comment.

7. Prof. Poniatowska concluded the roundtable by observing that the work by Cecilia and Jens Jorgensen provided a useful contribution to the body of knowledge about the final stage of Chopin’s life, and that it raised important questions that would merit further study.  

She suggested that Icons of Europe might wish to consider:  (a) to write a new biography of Jenny Lind that would include her letters;  (b) to organize a study to compare Polish and Swedish folk songs mentioned by Chopin in his letter in the 19th century;  and (c) to search for the text of the three mazurkas by Chopin that Jenny Lind performed, in addition to his Mazurka in A-flat Major, Op. 24, n° 3, for Queen Victoria in 1855 and 1856.

****

Warsaw, 16 March 2004

                                               Prof. Irena Poniatowska               Cecilia and Jens A. Jorgensen

Final version of the minutes reviewed and agreed by all participants of the roundtable, received from the Fryderyk Chopin Institute on 16 March 2004.


Original language:  English.








� While the biography concluded, by “putting two and two together”, that Chopin and Jenny Lind “were actually having a romance”, the new research process resulted only in evidence to confirm the depth of Jenny Lind’s feelings for Chopin and the extent to which she tried, eventually unsuccessful, to pursue her objective of getting married to him in May 1849.  Thus, the above research paper (rev.4) states on page 6:  « From late October 1848 onwards, Chopin’s letters, often cryptic, provide no indication on whether he had changed his mind that he “would not marry” [Jenny Lind]. »


� Among other opportunities, Icons of Europe is planning to work on four initiatives:  the musical drama Nightingale Opus 24 (ref. ChopinLind.com);  a biennial prize for Piano and the art of singing;  a Business Renaissance symposium;  and eventually production of a historically correct film focusing primarily on the 1848-1849 events.





� She sang Chopin’s Mazurkas Op. 50, n° 2;  Op. 30, n° 1 and n° 2;  and “lastly” Op. 24, n° 3 for Queen Victoria. – �A numbered copy 331/500 of a limited and apparently rare edition of Chopin’s original scores of Mazurkas Opus 24, n° 1, 2, 3 and 4, published by the National Library of Warsaw in 1985, was found by the authors at a Warsaw antiquariat the day after the roundtable.  N° 3, is dedicated « à Mme Linde », i.e. Louise Linde née Nussbaum, and signed « Chopin, 22 Sept. Dresden 1835 ».





