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We travelled again 
with LOT to Warsaw


1.   INTRODUCTION

At the invitation of The Fryderyk Chopin Institute, the purpose of this research paper is (a) to present new information in relation to the findings of the biography « CHOPIN and The Swedish Nightingale », Brussels, August 2003, and (b) to provide a basis for discussion of the total body of evidence with Chopin experts and other interested parties.

1.1 Background.  Reviewing the life and times of Chopin, the biography was primarily based on Chopin’s own letters (O&V 1932) and Jenny Lind’s memoir (1891).  The authors of the biography spotted early 2003 the word “Somnambul” in Chopin’s letter of 28 July 1849, which suggested a link to La Sonnambula, Bellini’s opera in which Chopin for the first time saw Jenny Lind in London on 4 May 1848.

Further research led, over 150 years after the event, to the discovery that:  (a) it was Jenny Lind, the Swedish soprano and philanthropist, and not Jane Stirling, the Scottish spinster and earlier pupil of his, who was the subject of Chopin’s marriage deliberations in October 1848;  (b) Jenny Lind probably came to Paris with the intention to marry Chopin;  and (c) she was the source of the anonymous gift of FF 25,000 Chopin received in July 1849. –  A remarkable link to Hans Christian Andersen was noted.

1.2 Rationale.  In the biography, the rationale was summarized in five major points: 
(a) Chopin and Jenny Lind developed a close relationship in 1848;  (b) Jenny Lind was a wealthy philanthropist;  (c) Jenny Lind was in Paris in May-June 1849 and sang for Chopin;  (d) the Sonnambula symbolism pointed to her;  and (e) there was no evidence to suggest anybody else. –  Jenny Lind’s letters and activity after June 1849, when she fled cholera in Paris, and in later years also supported the above findings.

1.3 Consultations.  The authors discussed an initial draft of the biography with 
The Frederick Chopin Society in Warsaw and with the Ministry of Culture of the Polish Government in May 2003.  The initial draft was also reviewed with interested parties in Stockholm and Brussels.  Scholars generally agreed that it 
was plausible that Jenny Lind gave the 25,000 francs to Chopin;  and that it was 
“not excluded” that Jenny Lind fell in love with Chopin and was planning to marry him.  However, it was felt that further evidence would be desirable.
1.4 New Research.  Since October 2003 and in collaboration with many institutions (Annex A), Cecilia and Jens Jorgensen have conducted more research to reconfirm their earlier findings on Chopin and Jenny Lind.  The resources and results of this work have continuously been updated online by the authors at ChopinLind.com.  
 

2.   NEW INFORMATION


   A timeline for Chopin and Jenny Lind is provided in Annex B.  The information identified during the new research process is reviewed below.  The first letter ever found in which Jenny Lind mentions Chopin’s name is shown under item 2.5.  

2.1 Original will of Jane Stirling’s father and her death certificate.  Jane Stirling’s father, John Stirling of Kippendavie who died in 1816, had 13 children (Annex C1).  His will gave Jane Wilhelmina Stirling's, his youngest daughter, an annuity equivalent to FF 7,000-9,000 p.a.  (Annex C2).  Jane Stirling could therefore not have afforded a gift of FF 25,000.  In comparison, Jenny Lind earned during four months in 1848 the equivalent of nearly FF 132,000 and raised FF 220,000+ for charitable purposes.
The original death certificate of Jane Wilhelmina Stirling shows she died in 1859, 54 years old.  The certificate states that she died at Calder House on 5 February 1859 in the presence of a nephew, and that she is buried at Dunblane Cathedral, near Edinburgh (Annex C3).  There is no stone or inscription in her name. –  Thus, Jane Stirling was six years older than Chopin, and she was not a rich woman.

2.2 Audrey Evelyn Bone’s biography of Jane Stirling, 1960.  In this apparently well-researched biography, Bone quotes a description of Jane Stirling in 1850 by Thomas Carlyle, a good friend of Thomas Erskine:  “A hoarse-voiced, restless, invalid Scotch lady of some rank, mostly wandering about on the Continent” (p. 100).  Bone quotes a nephew of Jane Stirling:  “Jane’s death passed unnoticed …” (p. iii).  However, Bone believes mistakenly that Jane Stirling is buried at Calder Church.  She ‘doctors’ Chopin’s letter of 30 October 1848 to fit Jane Stirling.  She replaces “jeunes hommes bien tournés” / “young and handsome” with “well groomed”.  She also retranslates an incorrect French translation about the letters he received to say that the Scottish ladies wrote to him “every day” (p. 87).  Like other scholars, Bone provides 
no evidence on any “affection” between them (p. 91).  She explains that Chopin and Jane Stirling’s “exact relationship has remained a mystery for many years” (p. 88).  

2.3 British army records and P&O information, 1848-1850.  Jenny Lind allegedly met “Captain Harris” for the first time in Newcastle on 20 September 1848, and they allegedly got engaged on 16 November 1848.  British army records confirm that Claudius Richard William Frith Harris did exist.  However, he was a young (21) Cadet who got “promoted to Lieutenant on 1 November 1848” at Bombay (Annex C4).  It would have been highly irregular for a Cadet to take furlough long before his promotion, i.e. he would have had to sail from Bombay in July to be in Newcastle in September (Annex C5).  Jenny Lind could have got the “Harris” idea (CH = the way in which Chopin signed many letters), when she in Newcastle stayed at the house of Mrs Grote’s brother-in-law, Joseph Grote, married to Harris’ sister.

2.4 Nassau Senior’s Account of Jenny Lind, December 1849.  Jenny Lind’s memoir of 1891 attributes the “Harris” story to an “account” by Nassau W. Senior, the respected British economist and government advisor, who acted as Jenny Lind’s personal advisor.  However, as explained in Annex C6, this 57-page “account”, found among his papers at the National Library of Wales, displays all the signs of being a fabricated paper – in terms of substance, style, handwriting and signature.

For example, “Harris” is described as a British officer “detesting foreigners and foreign countries”, while the real Harris was born in Paris, spent his adult life in India, and died as an artist-painter in Nice where he is buried.  The above account also refers to marriage by “special license”.  Following an extensive search, a ‘marriage allegation’ was found (Annex C7), a paper needed to obtain a marriage license.  Dated as late as 4 May 1849, this allegation misstates her real name Johanna Maria Lind as “Jenny Maria Lind”.  It contains inconsistencies on age, occupation and addresses.  Harris’ signature does not at all resemble that on his original Cadet papers. –  The real Harris could have arrived in England in early 1849, or an actor in London could have played his role to fend off the public.

While working on Jenny Lind’s memoir in 1889, Henry Scott Holland, a cleric (canon at St. Paul’s), corresponded with Josephine Ǻhmansson, Jenny Lind’s personal maid who on 12 March 1889 replied in English:  “With Mr Claudius Harris she [Jenny Lind] never was formally engaged as far as I know”, and “My memory is very little to depend upon, and I have nothing to say but what I have already told Mr Goldschmidt” (Annex C8).  Holland eventually wrote in the memoir that they were engaged to marry.

2.5 Letters from Jenny Lind, 1848-1849.  Her letter dated June 1848 to Julius Günther, her then fiancé in Sweden, shows that their engagement was under strain well before their break-up on 8 October 1848:  “I am angry with you … Yes, I am furious with you, who could for a moment be in doubt regarding my meaning with those words”. –  In her letter dated London, 14 August 1848, to Judge Henrik Munthe, Stockholm, her legal guardian, Jenny Lind admits that she lent £ 1,000 to “friends” affected by “political problems”.  “When I give the names of these people and my relationship to them, you will surely approve of my action” (Annex C9).
Her letter dated London, 27 April 1849, to Munthe refers to “A person whose life I have in my hands …  – I am soon married!” (Annex C10).  She informs Munthe, “We will marry … 14-16 May – the day is not fully decided – and travel then to Paris, 
I believe, but from there home to Sweden.”   She asks him to find a “quiet, peaceful” country-house in Sweden for her and “Harris”, who “will soon learn Swedish”. –  Her memoir says that the marriage was first set for 7 March, then for 16 May 1849.
In London on [Monday] 14 May 1849, four days after her opera farewell, Jenny Lind writes to Munthe in Stockholm:  “I am not yet married.  It is difficult to arrange things so quickly … I am now leaving for Paris, while Mrs Grote is still there”.  
She asks him to hold back on the house in Sweden (Annex C11). –  Mrs Grote together with Senior had left London on 10 May to go to Paris (ref. item 2.7 below).  

In a strongly worded letter dated Paris, [Friday] 18 May 1849, Jenny Lind implores Munthe to come to Paris and then join her and Mrs Grote on a three-month trip to “Switzerland or Tyrol … !”.  She furiously refers to “unworthy laws” imposed upon “myself and the splendid art for which I sacrificed everything … !”.   She asks Munthe to “bring sufficient money … Come here!” (Annex C12). – Referring to “a matter concerning … Jenny Lind”, Munthe applied to the King of Sweden for permission to “travel to Paris and several foreign places in June – July” (Annex C13).  He also applied to the King to be relieved from official duty in Stockholm during that period.    

In a letter, written in German and dated Hamburg, 9 November 1849, Jenny Lind mentions CHOPIN’S NAME FOR THE VERY FIRST TIME (Annex C14).  
So far, no letter has ever been found in which she puts his name on paper.  She replies to Charlotte Birch-Pfeiffer, a friend, who appears to have regretted Jenny Lind’s recent bereavement, without specifying any name.  Jenny Lind first comments on people who had died in cholera, then she writes:  “Meinen sie vielleicht Chopin mit dem Verlust den ich – und auch Sie in diesen Tagen erlebt haben sollen?  Gott!  Ich habe wierklich jetzt so viele lieben Freunde verloren, dass ich auf alles gefasst bin!” The tone of this letter matches letters quoted in her memoir (1891):  “I knit myself too closely to people whom I love, and cannot, then believe that I must lose them again!” (29 October 1849);  and “I am happy with my music, my little dog – books – my study – and the great number of sublime remembrances” (6 December 1849).

2.6 Letters from Thomas Tellefsen to his parents, 1848-1849.  In two of 10 letters that Thomas Tellefsen wrote to his parents in Norway, June 1848 – December 1849, he makes interesting references to Chopin:  “I made the journey with Chopin” to London in April 1848, and “I gave no concerts” in London and Scotland;  and “Chopin is and will remain my best friend;  our joint stay in London where we both were foreigners, have brought us together in a strange way” (Annex C15).

2.7 Letters by N.W. Senior:  22 April, 21 May, 28 May 1849.  Senior’s letter 
of 22 April 1849 shows he planned a private visit to Paris from 9 to 23 May 1849.  He did not expect Alexis de Tocqueville or any other friends to be there (Annex C16).

On 21 May 1849, ready to leave Paris (Annex C16), Senior tells his daughter Mrs Simpson that Mrs Grote does not wish to be in Paris “over the emeute”, but that she “does not like to leave Jenny, does not dare to bring her back to England”. –  
It is significant that Jenny Lind wants to stay in Paris “on the brink of another fight” and despite cholera and her longstanding dislike for Paris where she had no close friends other than Chopin.  Jenny Lind eventually fled Paris on 13 June 1849, the day after Angelica Catalani died in cholera.  She travelled through Amiens and Brussels to Cologne, although she on 18 May had proposed a three-month visit to the Alps.

Writing from London on 28 May 1849 (Annex C18), Senior informs Mrs Grote in Paris that he on 26 May authorized Lord Liverpool to « tell the Queen about Mrs Stanley’s part in [Jenny’s story], but not anyone else – To the rest of the world she is to be described “a Lady an acquaintance of Harris & a friend of hers” ».  The word ‘Harris’ appears to overwrite, in bold, another word, possibly ‘his’.  Jenny Lind is advised « to write not direct to the Queen, but to G. Anson » [her Privy Purse] to tell that « this marriage … will never take place ».  –  Thus, this letter points to a cover-up at the highest level.  Moreover, Jenny Lind’s marriage was evidently called off between 18 May and 26 May, probably on Monday, 21 May 1849.

2.8 Notes in Queen Victoria’s journal, 1849 and 1855.  Jenny Lind’s farewell to opera at Her Majesty’s Theatre on 10 May 1849 is noted in Queen Victoria’s journal (her diary).  The Queen was “sad … to see dear Lind appear for the last time”.  “She sang so exquisitely”.  Years later, Jenny Lind performed at Windsor Castle
on 28 December 1855.  She sang, in Italian, to Chopin’s Mazurka Opus 24 N° 3: “Mio pover cor, lascia il dolor …”.  The Queen noted:  Jenny Lind “sang more beautifully than ever … but she is much altered in appearance” (Annex C19).

2.9 Books by A.M. Riiber and Bertrand Méheust.  In the context of May – July 1849, Anne-Marie Riiber writes in her book Romantiken kring Chopin (1954):  « It is said that even Jenny Lind gave Chopin a money gift » (p. 201).  In her earlier book, 
Jenny Lind (1947), Riiber provides the following information:  (a) In November 1848, « Jenny advised Chopin to travel home before it was too late … and he called her “my saving angel” »  (p. 181);   (b) in Paris 1849,  « Jenny came several times …:  “… Don’t cry, my Dear”, Chopin said to Jenny Lind.  “I will stay with you.  What does it matter, if I do not live myself.  You will all play my music, sing it, listen to it …” » (p. 202);  and (c) a description of Jenny Lind’s funeral at Malvern in November 1887:  « The chorus sang a choral by Bach, and the bells tolling and to the music of Chopin’s Funeral March, she was carried to the grave » (p. 290).  –  Riiber’s specific sources of the above information have not yet been identified.
Bertrand Méheust, the author of the biography Un Voyant prodigieux: Alexis Didier 1826-1886 (2003), i.e. “Alexis Somnambul”, raises “the idea of collusion among the concierge, the messenger and the somnambulist”.  Méheust concludes that he saw no particular need to involve Alexis in a simple case concerning a forgetful concierge (p. 407).  The book mentions that the British ambassador, Lord Normanby met Alexis Didier on several occasions and was impressed by his skills as a clairvoyant.

2.10 Chopin’s letters from 1848-1849 revisited.  Chopin mentions on 19 August, 
4 September, 20 October and 3 November 1848 that he had arranged his letters to be “forwarded”, which explains why “they come after me”. –  Chopin’s financial situation appears to improve significantly in August 1848.  On the 19th, he writes that he will either send money or come himself to Paris (to pay rent and the tax collector).  There is “new spring mattress and pillows on my bed” (Daniel was told “not to tell me” from whom);  extra seats on the train;  “the best hotel” in Edinburgh;  etc.  Broadwood was probably not the benefactor, because he had a normal business relationship with Chopin (Annex C20). –  On 22 November, Chopin says:  “Sir J. Clark, the queen’s doctor came once to see me”.  It would take some royal connections to arrange such a visit.  Note:  Sir James Clark had written papers on The Influence of Climate in Chronic Diseases (1829) and on Pulmonary Consumption (1835).

In late May or early June 1849, Chopin moves temporarily to 74 Rue de Chaillot, less than 500 m from 63 Champs-Elysées, an expensive area at the outskirts of Paris, where Jenny Lind stays with Mrs Grote from 16 May to 13 June 1849 (Annex C21).

      SUMMARY OF THE MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOVE:

a) The original will and death certificate confirm that Jane Stirling was not a rich woman.  
b) The information provided by A.E. Bone is both revealing and at times inaccurate.

c) Claudius Harris could not have been Jenny Lind’s real fiancé – an elaborate cover-up.

d) N.W. Senior’s “Account of Jenny Lind” and a marriage allegation were clearly fabricated.

e) Jenny Lind’s letters reveal the issues she faced in Paris, and they evoke Chopin.

f) Set for 16 May, the marriage was called off in Paris between 18 and 26 May 1849.

g) Senior’s letters confirm the cover-up that included Queen Victoria – and reveal more.

h) Bertrand Méheust reinforces the conclusion that the “Alexis” story was symbolic.

i) Chopin’s own letters reveal that Jenny Lind may have supported him in many ways.

j) Jenny Lind refers to her loss of Chopin in her letter of 9 November 1849 to a friend.

From late October 1848 onwards, Chopin’s letters, often cryptic, provide no indication on whether he had changed his mind that he “would not marry” [Jenny Lind] (Annex C22).  Still, Jenny Lind must have had some hope, because she came to Paris to marry him.  

As she did not see Chopin from early November 1848 (or even earlier) to mid-May 1849, her hope could be justified by several factors:  Chopin’s health improved occasionally (e.g. he “took the train” to Edinburgh);  the Queen’s doctor above, a climate impact / consumption specialist, gave him “benediction”;  Chopin returned to Paris in December 1848 to see more doctors (“Molin”, “Louis”, “Roth”, “Simon”)¹;  when she saw Chopin again on 
16 or 17 May 1849, her first thought was to travel three months to the Alps (Annex 12);  and she loved him – “I love a person like that immensely” (in Germany, 11 July 1849).
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3.   CONCLUSIONS AND NEXT STEPS

The new research process has provided additional information that reconfirms the findings of the biography « CHOPIN and The Swedish Nightingale ».  The new evidence goes even further in showing how close Chopin and Jenny Lind’s relationship really was.  Together with the information documented by the biography it can now be concluded:

3.1 In Chopin’s letter of 30 October 1848 it was Jenny Lind, not Jane Stirling, who was   the subject of his marriage deliberations.  Jenny Lind came indeed to Paris in May 1849 to marry Chopin.  Queen Victoria was briefed on the planned marriage.

3.2 Jenny Lind was the source of the anonymous gift of FF 25,000 that Chopin received in July 1849.  While in Paris, she also arranged his move to Rue de Chaillot.  
Jenny Lind supported Chopin financially in London and Scotland in 1848.

3.3 The events of the 1848-1849 period gave more hope and comfort to Chopin than 
so far appreciated.  Many observations of his letters, as well as the Bellini symbolism that Chopin staged at his own deathbed and grave, now take on a new meaning.
PROPOSED NEXT STEPS:

1.   Discussion of the information and conclusions of this research paper;

2.   Formulation of an authoritative statement on the conclusions;

3.   Presentation of the new research results to other interested parties;

4.   Development of initiatives to celebrate Chopin and Jenny Lind.¹

****

Cecilia and Jens Jorgensen

Brussels, 1 March 2004


¹ Many opportunities exist, e.g. the musical drama Nightingale Opus 24 (ref. ChopinLind.com);
a biennial prize for Piano and the art of singing;  a Business Renaissance symposium;  and eventually production of a historically correct film focusing primarily on the 1848-1849 events.
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   located a few hundred meters from Chopin and Jenny Lind in 1849
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¹  Jenny Lind’s memoir says (vol. II, p. 303, 1891):  « She even thought that the lives of many persons with a tendency to consumption [tuberculosis] might have been prolonged, if they had learned to breath, and sing, in the right way – an opinion which is held by many medical authorities of highest reputation, and the correctness of which is undoubtedly proved ».
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